2020-2021
IMPACT REPORT

FROM THE CEO
David González

What a year!
When thinking back about our Fiscal Year 20-21, one word keeps
coming to mind - COVID-19. Like you, this continued to play a big
role in our daily lives at St. Martin Center, Inc.
It is safe to say that after the pandemic, our programs and
operations at both sites of St. Martin Center will never be the same.
We are now in a better place to serve children and families in need.
Please join us in reviewing our year. You will get a first-hand look
how we adapted our programs to continue changing lives and how
your donations fuel our progress.

David

THINGS TO NOTE
Updates
We are open! Masks are required at both St. Martin Center and
Early Learning Center. We ask all visitors basic COVID-related
health questions.
If you prefer to work with someone remotely (email, phone,
paperwork drop-off), we are happy to accommodate you. We
have a mail slot to the left of our door where you can drop items
off for staff. Please include the staff's name on the envelope.
We are not accepting donations of clothing or other items.
Monetary donations are always needed!

Events
It is our hope to bring Erie's Best Coffee back on
February 27, 2022 at the Bayfront Convention
Center! Watch our website and social media
for details. We will be following CDC
guidelines.

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community is
expected to return in-person at Presque Isle
State Park in late Spring!

If we've learned anything over the last year, it's that things change
rapidly. Please watch our website, Facebook, and Instagram for the
latest updates as any of the above items can change due to local
restrictions and guidelines.

FY 2020-2021 HIGHLIGHTS

St. Martin Early Learning Center

t
c
a
p
m
i
r
u
yo

St. Martin Early Learning Center (SMELC) provides quality education for children ages 6 weeks
through 13 years.
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CHILDREN
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Research has shown the impact of pre-Kindergarten education on the success of children in all
aspects - health, social behaviors, employment, and more. We offer Kindergarten-readiness and
other supportive services so parents can go to work and children can excel.
This year, we kept enrollment numbers lower so that we could maintain distancing in classrooms
to keep everyone safe. We have also continued to require masks for everyone over age 2.
Our School-Age program has traditionally provided before- and after-school care to students,
including transportation to our building from their school. At the start of the school year, our
families told us that they most needed a place for their children to participate in virtual schooling
during the day. To best serve them, we adapted our program to do just that. We increased our
internet capacity, and our teachers helped students through their daily schooling.
The year came with challenges, but we are so proud of our teachers and students for their
resiliency. These pictures paint a story of children who grew, learned, and had fun. Their lives were
as normal as possible while the outside world was changing through the pandemic. These pictures
also show teachers who go above and beyond to create a nurturing environment of fun and
opportunity!

We have been a part of
SMELC for about 9 years
and I still wouldn't
change anything.
- Whitney

FY 20-21 HIGHLIGHTS
Financial Assistance
COVID-19 has highlighted the financial needs in
our community. Families that were struggling preCOVID are now hurting even more, and others are
coming to us for the very first time looking for relief.
Several are months behind on rent, mortgages,
and utility payments. They're struggling and trying
to avoid becoming homeless. Because of your
support, we've been able to help these families.

Financial Counseling
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We realized early on that we would have to change how we provide
these programs in order to help people and keep everyone safe. We
started using email, drop-off boxes, and online document signing. Going
forward, this will help to make our programs even more accessible to those
who cannot come during our hours. We're excited about these new ways
to help families in Erie County!

This has long been one of our staple programs. We've paired financial
counseling with our assistance programs and have heard countless
comments on the knowledge gained. Attendees have learned how to
better monitor where their money is spent, how to increase income and
decrease expenses, and more.
Our financial workshops have been provided through in-person group
classes, but we always hoped we could provide them on our website to
make them more widely-accessible.
COVID-19 impacted our ability to hold a class, so we knew it was time
to pivot. It is now available online, complete with a pre- and post-test.
We are thrilled to be able to provide financial education in this format to
accommodate those who can't come to us. While we hope to offer this
in-person again, this new format will be here to stay!

FY 20-21 Self-Sufficiency Department
Covid has impacted my
living situation and St.
Martin's and staff has
made it possible to
stand on my own 2 feet.
- Ann

This program was a
Godsend. It helped me
get through the month
of February (rent) and
they were kind enough
to help with groceries for
the month.
- N.S.

For once I felt inspired
and impressed. What
he told me really set a
foundation in my life.
- Terry

Our financial literacy class has been on our
website throughout the pandemic, making it
accessible to all!

Do you have questions about your household budget or credit?
Call 814-452-6113! Our financial counseling class is free and open to
everyone.

FY 20-21 HIGHLIGHTS
Food Pantry

Bishop's Breakfast Program

We are proud to provide one of the largest food
pantries in Erie County. What does this mean for
people in need? Many pantries are neighborhoodbased and offer limited hours. We are able to serve
the entire county, and we're open everyday. This
ensures that hungry families do not have to wait
for food.
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Households receive a variety of fresh, canned, and frozen foods. We
also receive items from Country Fair and Panera Bread to distribute.
Lastly, we provide special food boxes tailored to the needs of senior
citizens. These boxes are filled with more shelf-stable items and foods
higher in protein.
To make our food pantry even more accessible, we added a delivery
option for some of our more vulnerable clients or those lacking
transportation.
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The Bishop's Breakfast Program serves homeless
and struggling men, women, and children with
breakfast weekday mornings.
Each morning, we prepare coffee and bagged
meals consisting of portable foods like sandwiches,
milk cartons, and fruit. We distribute the meals on
Peach Street, just outside of St. Paul's Church of
Christ.
This program serves some of Erie's most
vulnerable, so it has been very important to us that
we have provided it consistently throughout the
pandemic.
Additionally, we've given out face masks, hand
sanitizer, and warm clothes through generous
community donations.
Lastly, we've continued our mission to connect the
men and women with other local resources to best
meet their needs. This includes our own programs,
shelters, and other agencies.

A volunteer stocks shelves.

Wanda, our food pantry
coordinator.
[This] gave me hope that it's
only up from the bottom.
There are good people and
great causes left in this world
to help people like myself.
- Theresa, received food, a
gas card, and toiletries

Fresh produce!

Gary distributes
meals and coffee
from our truck on
Peach Street.

FY 20-21 HIGHLIGHTS
Operation Gobble Gobble
We had a mission: make sure the families we serve
had Thanksgiving dinner. Enter "Operation: Gobble
Gobble."
Through a wonderfully generous community of
donors, volunteers, staff, and others, we assembled
roughly 200 Thanksgiving dinners to benefit St.
Martin Early Learning Center and other families.
We're incredibly humbled by the support we had
to make this little dream a big reality. Big, heartfelt
thanks to: Scott Barnes, Catholic Charities,
CA Curtze Co., Grace Church, Laura Guncheon &
Derek Zawacki, Jackson Plumbing, Dan Koziorowski,
Polish Falcons Nest #610, and Tri-State Moving.

I appreciate it really.
I can feed my mama
with this turkey.
- Linda

It helped a lot especially
with my work schedule
and being exhausted. We
enjoyed the turkey and
potatoes!
- Anonymous

Pump for Charity
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OVER
$28,000
We were beyond excited to have been chosen to
participate in Country Fair's Pump for Charity
program that ran through October 2020. This
fundraiser gave us the opportunity to purchase a
new van for St. Martin Early Learning Center.
We didn't know what to expect with a program
like this during a pandemic. But, Erie delivered.
Pump for Charity raised over $28,000 for each
participating agency!

It was such a blessing
to have so much food.
We were able to enjoy
the day and not worry
about if we can pay the
bills the next week.
- Anonymous

Thank God for it!
- Pam

St. Martin Center CEO David González with
the van purchased with Pump for Charity
funds.

FY 20-21 HIGHLIGHTS
Community Support

2020-2021 Financials

We can't do what we do without amazing community partners. This
year was full of people and companies who just wanted to lend a hand.
These photos and names are hardly comprehensive of the generosity
we received this year, but merely a small glimpse of those who went
above and beyond.
To ALL of you: Thank you. We are here because of YOU.
Calypso Enterprises
Catholic Charities
Erie Insurance
Eriez Manufacturing
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Logistics Plus

A sweet supporter
provided this treat for
staff.

Marquette Savings Bank
MaskErie
Northwest Bank
PNC Bank
St. Patrick Church

Masks courtesy of
Highmark

We cannot talk about support without
mentioning our very own Dr. Denise
Finazzo Gaines. She served as board
chair for 2 years, ending this fiscal year.
We are so thankful for her service and
dedication to our clients, staff,
volunteers, and our mission.

A gift from the Erie
Latino Leadership
Association

IN THEIR WORDS
Like you, Erie County families experienced a year like no other. And,
when they needed support the most, you were there. This is just a
small sampling of the impact you've had this year!

My sister recently passed away from Covid. We lived together, so I have
a loss on income coming in to the home. I have to pay for her funeral so
that makes it even harder to pay ALL the bills especially rent. If it wasn't
for the help, I don't know where my daughter & I would be living.
- Cindy

If it was not for you & your help me & my kids would have not had a
Christmas or a home to celebrate it in. There is no words to express how I
felt when I knew my kids would not have a present to open on Christmas.
It brings tears to my eyes today knowing there are good people out there
that jumped in to help when I was down. I never experienced that before.
It felt good knowing my kids would have gifts and a roof.
- Ron

I recently had to file a PFA on my partner of 10 years and now I have to
take care of this month's rent and an old electric bill to get the electric in
my name. I am struggling to keep up and at a loss right now. But with
the help from St. Martin Center I now feel some relief and I don't feel like
I am in over my head.
- anonymous

I’d like to express my sincere gratitude for the love and care you show my
children. Thank you for your patience, hard work and time when it comes
to responding to their many needs (believe me, you are appreciated). You
have made a difference in their lives and will always be a piece of what
makes their growth and success in the future. I want you all to know that
you are a part of my village and you are in our prayers daily.
- Natasha, a parent of 2 children at St. Martin Early Learning Center

HOW TO HELP
Donate
This is the best way to help families. Your dollars allow us
to do what we need to do to achieve our mission.
We can:
- provide financial assistance
- continue with online document signing
- deliver food
- mail documents between landlords and households
- and more
Give monthly! Your monthly dollars go to work
immediately to keep our programs strong. Your generosity
has a continued, lasting impact.
How: use the included envelope; go to smcerie.org; or drop
donations off at our building

Stay Informed
Check out our website for the latest updates (smcerie.org)
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram (@stmartincenter)

Our Mission
Strengthening lives and supporting our community by providing
immediate assistance, education and long-term services consistent
with our Catholic values.

Our Vision
All people have access to the resources they need to reach
their goals.

2020-2021 Board of Directors
We would like to extend an extra special thank you to our fantastic
Board of Directors. Their unwavering support during this
unprecedented year has been beyond wonderful. They have
counseled, supported, donated, and encouraged. We appreciate you!
Dr. Denise Finazzo Gaines, Chair
James Fetzner, Vice-Chair
Edmund A. Drexler, Secretary
Daniel J. Schaaf, Treasurer
Ann Badach, Ex Officio
Scott Barnes
Tom Brennan
Brett Folga

Dan Giannelli
Laura Guncheon
Cheryl Hirst
Darryl Lawton
Atty. Art Martinucci
Tim Nowakowski
Carl "Chip" Shamburg

@StMartinCenter
1701 Parade Street, Erie, PA 16503
814-452-6113 www.smcerie.org

