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The 19-20 year was unlike anything we had ever experienced. It was a
year of highs and lows.
Early in the year we had our Celestial Soiree event to celebrate 50 years of
incorporation. In it, we honored the many STARS who have contributed to
the mission and success of St. Martin Center: our donors, staff,
volunteers, and, of course, our clients. Later in the year, we celebrated
our fifth Erie’s Best Coffee with our record-breaking attendance at the
Bayfront Convention Center. We also had over 10 coffee vendors and
fundraising by the Celebrity Judges. Without a doubt, this has become our
signature fundraising event.
Sadly, things took a different turn towards the end of the year. Like you,
in March, we found ourselves in the middle of a worldwide pandemic.
COVID-19 arrived, and our lives and our work were never the same.
Shortly thereafter, in May, the murder of George Floyd reminded us the
reality of racism and social injustice that many of our clients face every
day.
Despite these last events, we chose to see these challenges as
opportunities. We improved our safety standards for our staff and
clients. We were able to serve many more families and obtained many
new supporters to our mission during this time.
As you can see from the rest of the impact report, our work was, and
continues to be, truly “essential” and your prayers and financial support
truly make it possible.

Things to Note...
COVID-19

UPDATES

In light of COVID-19, we have made some changes to our operations:
- Our doors are locked to the public. If you need to reach someone,
please call St. Martin Center at 814-452-6113 or our early learning center
at 814-454-1675.
- Our food pantry hours are M-F 8:45-12:15 and 1-3:30.
- We are not currently renting out our multipurpose room.
- We are not currently accepting any donations of food, household items,
clothing, furniture, etc. Monetary donations can be mailed (1701 Parade
Street, Erie 16503) or made online at smcerie.org
EVENTS

- Erie's Best Coffee: cancelled for 2021, but we look forward to returning
in February 2022
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Statement on Racism
St. Martin Center, Inc. in Erie, PA was named after Saint Martin de
Porres. He was a lay brother in Peru in the 1700’s born of a Peruvian
father and Black woman who was a slave. He is known as the patron
saint of the poor and Black Catholics.
The center’s mission has always been modeled after St. Martin de
Porres’ calling and passion to serve ANYONE in need regardless of
their race, religion or ethnicity.
Compelled by the Gospel and inspired by St. Martin de Porres, St.
Martin Center, Inc. stands united against RACISM in all its forms.
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SMELC provides quality education for
children ages six weeks to 13 years.
We offer kindergarten-readiness,
assistance with virtual schooling, and
supportive services so parents can go
to work and children can excel.
Our early learning center followed
the State's mandates by closing in
March and reopening in May. When
we reopened, we were dealing with a
new world of safety precautions
including temperature checks and
increased sanitation. Our families
and teachers all adapted remarkably
well and our children have continued
to grow and thrive!

Your Impact

268

children received
education

[They] really helped my family be
able to keep my job. My children
love coming to daycare everyday.
The kids always bring home crafts
that they love telling us about when
they get home. Thanks for all the
great work!
- Dalano

My daughter is safe and is able to be
somewhat unaffected by this pandemic.
Her day is NORMAL despite wearing a
mask and washing hands twenty million
times. She gets to attend school and see
her friends and interact with her loving
teachers and just be a kid.
- Jackie

(Continued...

This assistance will help me
greatly! It will prevent me
from facing an eviction and
becoming homeless with my 3
children.
- L.A.
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Financial assistance in the form of
rent, utilities, photo IDs, and other
assistance helps people overcome
hurdles that are keeping them from
becoming self-sufficient.
When we closed our doors to the
public in March, we had to pivot
quickly to ensure we could continue
to provide this valuable assistance especially as families needed it now
more than ever before.

A staff meeting right after we closed our
doors. We discussed how to best serve
those who need us when face-to-face
appointments were no longer an option.
(Why the hats? Just for fun!)

Simply you have helped to
keep a roof over my head
during these trying times.
I am forever grateful. God
Bless!
- Terrance

We began working with families
remotely as much as possible.
Through methods like paperwork
drop-offs, postal mail, email, phone
calls, and texting, we were able to
continue providing the help that Erie
County households needed most.

Your Impact

423

households received
financial assistance
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Our food pantry ensures families
won't go hungry. We also offer food
boxes tailored to the needs of senior
citizens.
When we closed our doors to the
public in March, we turned the pantry
into a curbside, contact-free service.
We also offered special COVID boxes
that provided shelf-stable food. Before
the pandemic, we served an average
of 330 each month. In March alone,
we served 1081 people with food.

So much wonderful food. We
were out of eggs and many
items we needed, our food
was low and now we have
everything we need for our
meals.
- Tanya

We've since moved from curbside to a
designated entrance at a door with an
awning for protection from the
weather. We've kept the program
contact free to keep everyone safe.

My cupboards was bare.
Thank God for St. Martin
Center. I can eat!
- Vanessa
Your Impact

Our new side entrance for our
contact-free food pantry.

5,193

distributions to men,
women, children, and
seniors

Programs
Your Impact

12,195
meals served
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first-time attendees
Through the Bishop's Breakfast Program, homeless and near homeless
men, women, and children enjoy a breakfast each weekday morning.
Pre-COVID, this breakfast was a hot meal served in the basement of St.
Paul's Church of Christ. We have continued to serve this meal, but with
needed adaptations. We now provide a contact-free bagged breakfast
outside of the church, and provide masks to the participants each morning.

ial
c
n
Fina

and
g
sin
u
ng
i
o
l
H
e
ns
Cou

Home buying counseling helps families to be
prepared for and educated about the steps
before, during, and after their purchase.
Credit and budget counseling helps households
take control of their finances, improve credit,
and build savings.
In-person classes were paused due to COVID-19,
but we are working to get these classes online
so that we can continue to help families take
control of their future!

Your Impact

327

households completed
homebuying or financial
counseling

It was very helpful.
She helped me see
my credit & get a
better
understanding on
how to get a better
credit score to
purchase a home.
- Jasmine

Celebrations
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In October 2019, we celebrated
50 years of service to the Erie
Community.

While we were certainly proud of
this milestone, this celebration
was really about the stars
who've made us who we are: our
volunteers, donors, staff, and
those we serve.

Our special greeters from
St. Martin Early Learning Center

County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper
presents a proclamation to SMC's
CEO David González

Guest of honor, Pauline, arrives in style in
a limousine. She was honored for over 50
years of volunteer service to SMC.
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In February, we held our 5th Erie's Best Coffee at the Bayfront Convention
Center and it was a HIT. This was our best-attended yet with over 550
people and 10 vendors. We look forward to watching this event continue
to grow!
Never been to EBC before? It's a coffee-tasting event that is held the last
weekend in February (no event in 2021). Attendees pay an admission and
then go around to the coffee vendors to sample coffee in certain
categories. Then, they vote on their favorites and the overall winner.
Categories usually include Best Decaf, Best Flavored, and others. We also
have live music, a basket raffle, kids activities, and a photobooth.
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Mission: Possible
PICTURES

AND

TESTIMONIALS

St. Martin's assistance is
putting these tenants back
on track...thank you again
for helping me & some of my
tenants.
- Patrick, landlord

Since I transferred my daughter
to this school it has been more
than you could ask for or think
of. They really show love to the
children like they are their
own.
- Early Learning Center parent

Wasn't aware there
was so much help
with food!
- Constance

Program is definitely helpful
in the financial assistance
they provide as well as the
knowledge on managing
finances.
- Jonathan, 1st month's rent

Mission
Strengthening lives and supporting our community by
providing immediate assistance, education and long-term
services consistent with our Catholic values.

Vision
All people have access to the resources they need to reach
their goals.
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Ed Drexler, Board Secretary
James Fetzner, Board Treasurer
Ann Badach
Cheryl Hirst
Scott Barnes
Darryl Lawton
Brett Folga
Tiffanie Page-Collazo
Dan Giannelli
Daniel J. Schaaf
Laura Guncheon
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